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1. On Ml ance, we think that the Department of Cammem trsut-sr 
control progsua dwdA he continued. It eoehiaes safe** t&geB of 
tiimlixmaUj coverage, sad consistent detail vhich are m. vital seaport 
to the Male analysis sad exporting progress on eewaos ie penetration 
and trade control and to the correct deporting prograa undertaken by 
the regional sections in 3/2? . 

2. while the trade data pufci lahetl in the recent Soviet handbook 
do provide the nest systes*.tie tre itsefct of Soviet trade data to dr.te - 
aany laportaat aspect* of Soviet trs.de remain ch score. There are c 
msaher of prorisent auisaiens and ^parent discrepancies in the do ta. 
Fear example, eoatcadlty trade tahleu appearing in the 1955-56 -Soviet 
trade handbook show unexplained real duals, t&lefc in -may eases anotni 
to 15-20 percent of total Soviet exports or imports to a given eouEtrj . 
la addition, important oataao&itie* koo»n to have entered .Soviet tra.de- 

( 1 minding copper , wnaim.. and Msatite isparts) have either beets 
omitted entirely, or have been coace fled In tore general cm uao&ity 

3* An Important advantage of the .Depart mat of Ceasaerce 
reporting is that it lac&o&eo the trade of All the Bloc countries with 
the Free World, not 4»ot that of the l® >8. In addition it report.; 
couKsodity trade in standardised emso&Sty classifications and in th* 
same monetary units, thus insrsaStting the eocibinlng m tempering of 
trade of various Bloc countries with a i .lair m- of statistical 
rjaalpulation . 

K. Another advents ®e is that the C-oaserce data is retried 
fteiuently {bimonthly by value by country) so that quarterly snd sei i- 
aaeantl values sad trends c m be analysed. and reported * 
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5* Finally, teowc Cos fierce u**ie» which have this date broken oat 
by Western coaatry are useful For a Urge minber of research projects , 
particularly those dtaU.la$ with Soviet penetration efforts sad analysis 
of the e a t alal atration and effectiveness of US and international export 
trade control protprasas directed s^plast t he Slan^Bsrtet Slee* 
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